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Haitian Coup: Summary Of Events &amp; Statements, June
16-22
by John Neagle
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, June 28, 1988
June 16: Haitian officials said President Leslie F. Manigat spent nearly five hours in discussions
on June 15 with Defense Minister Maj. Gen. Williams Regala and armed forces commander Lt.
Gen. Henri Namphy. Manigat rescinded an order by Namphy involving personnel changes, saying
that the action had been adopted without his knowledge. At his regular monthly news conference
on Thursday, Manigat said, "There has been a confrontation. There has been a dialogue that is
leading to the principle of national interest." After the meeting at Manigat's residence with the two
military leaders, army headquarters announced that it was withdrawing the personnel changes
"for the moment." Col. Jean-Claude Paul, commander of one of Haiti's two infantry battalions,
apparently touched off the confrontation by refusing to obey an order from Namphy to give up his
troop command to become a member of the army's general staff. Col. Paul was indicted by a federal
grand jury in Miami in a conspiracy to smuggle cocaine, but Manigat's government said it had no
evidence of wrongdoing. Manigat took Paul's side, arguing that Haiti's constitution provided for
civilian supremacy over the military. Unnamed government officials and other Haitians told the
New York Times that Namphy ordered the transfer of Paul and several other officers after Paul
took into custody nine soldiers on suspicion of involvement in a terror campaign reportedly aimed
at toppling the government. June 17: President Manigat dismissed Lt. Gen. Namphy, and placed
him under house arrest. June 19: On Sunday evening, Haitian military officers arrived at Namphy's
home in force. They informed him he was returning to the palace. Meanwhile, Manigat, his wife and
teenage daughter were taken to the airport and flown to Santo Domingo, capital of the Dominican
Republic. At the palace, Namphy was welcomed by the entire presidential guard. Haitian officers
said that not a shot was fired as the Manigat government fell. June 20: Citing military sources, the AP
reported from the Dominican Republic that Manigat had arrived in Santo Domingo, and was staying
at a hotel. In a nationally televised address, Gen. Namphy declared himself president of a military
government. Clutching a submachine gun and speaking in Creole, Namphy said, "From now on, it
is not just the army. Everybody is now in the army because it is this army that is going to lead this
country as it has to be led." Sporadic rifle fire and several bursts from machine guns were heard
around the presidential palace grounds after Namphy returned to the palace. The shooting was
described as part of a victory celebration or as an attempt to intimidate Col. Paul. The only reported
casualty was an officer who shot himself in the leg. Later, the government television station aired a
live broadcast from inside Dessalines Barracks showing Paul, submachine gun in hand, reviewing
his troops and then embracing another officer. In a second and brief television address delivered
in French, Namphy accused Manigat of violating the constitution, betraying public confidence and
embarking on an "irreversible path toward dictatorship in its most brutal form." In reference to
Manigat's announcement of a sweeping reorganization of the armed forces on June 19, Namphy
said he had destabilized the military high command "to make it a docile instrument of personal
power." US State Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said: "It is now clear that a military
coup d'etat has taken place in Haiti. The United States government strongly condemns this serious
blow to hopes for democracy in that troubled land... "We will continue to press for strict observance
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of human and civil rights, economic progress to alleviate the suffering of the Haitian people,
cooperation to deal with the growing problem of narcotics-trafficking through Haiti and, most
important, the establishment of a credible transition to a democratic government led by civilians
in Haiti." The State Department issued a travel advisory urging US citizens to defer nonessential
travel to the island, saying that the safety of travelers could not be guaranteed. June 21: Manigat
called on the world's democracies to reject the Namphy dictatorship, and urged Haitians to continue
the struggle for democracy. Appearing at a news conference in Santo Domingo, Manigat said he
had no illusions about returning to power in the near future: "I have been not only a politician but
also a political scientist, and I won't fall into the classical trap of those leaders who spend the rest of
their days expecting an imminent return." Manigat claimed that Namphy is hungry for power and
might be mentally ill. He said, "I have been able to observe him from close up in these past days
and I would say he is not only physically ill but also has all the classic signs of being psychologically
unbalanced. He could not get used to the idea of giving up power." Next, Manigat declared that
Namphy had opposed his government's fight against corruption and smuggling of goods across
the border with the Dominican Republic. The deposed president also said that Namphy does not
believe in democracy. Manigat said Namphy has expressed his lack of belief in democracy, both in
private and in public. "He has even told me he does not believe in the Constitution and hasn't even
read it." According to Manigat, his rapid departure from power was attributable to a decision by
Col. Paul to stand with the rest of the armed forces, and the absence on the evening of June 19 of
the commander of the presidential guard. Paul had been loyal to Manigat but appeared alongside
Namphy in the June 20 nationwide broadcast. State Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said
the US will maintain relations with Haiti and use diplomacy, not sanctions to encourage democracy.
She said Washington will continue supplying $36 million in aid to non-government organizations
in Haiti. About $60 million in direct aid was suspended last November, when a presidential election
was canceled amid widespread violence. According to a report by the New York Times (06/22/88),
several Haitians, including Gen. Namphy's brother, Joe Namphy, said the military takeover had
been planned and carried out by officers and enlisted men without Namphy's knowledge as he
remained under house arrest and incommunicado. Joe Namphy and unnamed others said a central
figure in the coup was a presidential guard officer, Prosper Avril, who was promoted to brigadier
general on June 20. Avril was a close adviser to Jean-Claude Duvalier and to Namphy after he
became head of a provisional government when Duvalier was deposed in early 1986. Haitian officers
claim that patriotism was the major reason for taking control. The military, however, is known to
be interested in preserving their financial status, derived from pay and bonuses to widespread
smuggling, as well as social status resulting from membership in the most powerful and feared
element of Haitian society. June 22: Former aides of deposed President Leslie Manigat said the
military regime has jailed 16 supporters of the civilian government. The aides said homes of several
cabinet level officials had been searched by the army and soldiers had reportedly ransacked the
homes of at least two imprisoned officials, Lionel Desgranges, Manigat's administrative chief of
staff, and economic adviser Robert Benodin. Director of the Haitian Center for Human Rights,
Jean-Jacques Honorat, told the Times he had confirmed the imprisonment of nine former Manigat
associates. He said he had been told that former Information Minister Roger Savain, 65, and his son,
Roger Savain Jr., had been beaten. The former aides said that 15 people were arrested with Manigat
at his residence on the evening of June 19, and that the elder Savain was arrested at home. Honorat
said all persons detained are believed to be held in Fort Dimanche prison, which became notorious
during the Duvalier family dictatorship as a dungeon and torture chamber for political opponents.
He stated, "They have arrested these people as a message to anybody who would be willing to
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display any kind of opposition...In Haitian terms, according to the information we have, this is not
brutal. It was much worse under the Duvaliers." On June 21, 500 workers at a government-owned
flour mill north of Port-au-Prince went on strike the regime's reinstatement of the chief executive of
the factory and two aides who had been dismissed several weeks ago by the Manigat government.
Union officials said that army officers dismissed the plant's union leaders and more than 80 other
workers on the morning of June 22, but that the strike was continuing. (Basic data from various
reports, AP, Reuter, New York Times)
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